VILLAGE OF OTTER LAKE
BLIGHT/NUISANCE PREVENTION ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NUMBER 5.2

An ordinance to protect the public health, safetst general welfare by preventing, reducing or eiating
blight and nuisances within the Village; to defared prohibit blight and nuisances; to provide for
enforcement; to assess costs for blight removalrawide penalties for violation hereof; and toealpprior

ordinances.

THE VILLAGE OF OTTER LAKE ORDAINS:

Section 1.

Section 2.

ARTICLE |

BLIGHT AND NUISANCES PROHIBITED. Itis hereby datmined that the situations
defined in Article Il constitute blight and nuisascwhich, if allowed to exist, will result in
unsafe, unsanitary, and undesirable neighborhoddis.person shall maintain or permit to be
maintained any of the blight or nuisances defimeAriticle 1l upon any premises owned,
leased, rented, or occupied by such person, tadedhe public street right-of-ways
immediately adjacent to such premises.

ARTICLE Il

BLIGHT AND NUISANCES DEFINED. The outdoor storagéany junk motor vehicle.

The term “junk vehicle” shall include any motor v&h, which is not currently licensed for use
upon the highways or roads. The term “junk veliiskell also include any motor vehicle,
which has been partially dismantled or otherwisgparable for period of fourteen (14) days.
Trailers, contractor’s equipment, and recreatimediicles, including but not limited to, any
automobile, truck, bus, motor home, motorized campetorcycle, tractor, snowmobile,
trailer, or any other type of off-road vehicle, whihave been in disrepair for any reason in
excess of fourteen (14) days shall be considergtk“motor vehicles”.

Section 2.1 The storage of junk in a motor vehicle, whethegrised or unlicensed, for a period in excess of

seven (7days.

Section 2.2 The outdoor storage or accumulation of junk, rahpor trash of any kind. The term “junk”

shall include machinery parts, motor vehicle pditscans, unused appliances, wood or metal
remnants or any other material or cast off itemarof kind, which is not completely screened
from view from public streets or residential prager

Section 2.3 The storage or accumulation of garbage of any,lémdept domestic refuse originating on the

premises and stored in a sanitary manner for ag@ot to exceed seven (7) days. The term
“garbage” shall include food waste matter and dided food containers as well as any other
household refuse which may attract rodents or otbenin. Food waste and other vegetative
matter may be composted in accordance with accleptaimposting practices which do not
attract rodents or other vermin. Placement of ggelor domestic refuse along the street or
road right-of-way for pick-up more than twenty-fq@#) hours prior to or twenty-four (24)
hours after the scheduled garbage pick-up timeabipited. Furthermore, garbage or refuse
shall only be place in a garbage can or similatasec! container. Placement of garbage or
refuse along the street or road right-of-way iragbgge bag or other types of non-enclosed
containers is strictly prohibited, unless it is@et on the morning of the scheduled pick-up day.

Section 2.4 The dumping or land filling of any junk, garbage junk motor vehicles. The term “dumping

or land filling” shall include burying or otherwisksposing of items on property not licensed as
a landfill pursuant to the Michigan Solid Waste Mgament Act.

Section 2.5 The existence of any vacant dwelling, structuegage, other outbuilding, or other building or



remnant thereof, unless said building, structuagage, or other outbuilding is kept securely
locked, kept in a neat and orderly appearanceegi@d against the elements, and is
inaccessible so as to prevent entrance by vanaalents, or other nuisance animals.

Section 2.6 The existence of any partially completed structurdess such structure is in the course of
construction in accordance with a currently val@hifig permit issued by the Village of Otter
Lake and a currently valid building permit issusctie authority having legal jurisdiction
within the Village of Otter Lake.

Section 2.7 The existence of any buildings or structures witiiahie been damaged by fire, wind, flood or
other deterioration to the extent that they artonger usable, to include, but not limited to, any
building or structure that is not structurally sdusafe for the intended use, weather tight,
waterproof, vermin proof, or which is not weathesistant so as to protect said structure from
the adverse effects of the elements or from phidieterioration.

Section 2.8 The outdoor storage of mobile homes (other thasdlwhich are legally used and occupied for
dwelling purposes), truck bodies, bus bodies, oridgilers, either as vacant units or storage
units.

Section 2.9 The existence of any vacant or abandoned parkeegtagaving an improved parking surface
with substantial cracks, breaks or potholes, whevededs grow therein or causing pooling of
stagnant water thereupon.

Section 2.10The covering of any building or structure, or womg(s) of a building or structure, with external
boards, metal screens (other than those usedvemirthe infestation of insects), grates, or
other material(s) in such a manner that the bujldinstructure appears to be unoccupied,
without obtaining the proper permits to do so.

Section 2.11This Ordinance shall not apply to junkyards owvagé yards which are propedgned and
have been granted approval under the Otter LakagéilZoning Ordinance.

ARTICLE Il
Cutting of Grass and Noxious Weeds

Section 3. The property owner (as identified on the mostexntrtax roll), agent, or occupant of land shall
not permit or maintain on any such premises anytir@f noxious weeds, nor any growth of
cultivated turf grass to a height of twelve (12)has on average; nor any accumulation of dead
weeds, grass or brush on any lot less than or&c(#)in size. On lots in excess of one (1) acre
in size, the property owner, agent, or occupatdrd shall not permit or maintain on any such
premise any growth of noxious weeds, nor any grafttultivated turf grass to a height twelve
(12) inches on average, within 50 feet from theeedligproperty line abutting another property
with a dwelling unit located within 50 feet of cormmproperty line.

Section 3.1 Noxious weeds shall include Canada thistle (Circarvense), dodders (any species of
Custcuta), mustards (chalack, black mustard andnnahustard, species of Brassica or
Sinapis), bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), perdrstaithistle (Sonchus arvensis), hoary
alyssum (Berteroa incana), ragweed (ambrosia elafjpgiant hogweed (Heracleum
mantegazzianum), poison ivy (rhus toxicondendrami @oison sumac (toxicondendron
vernix) and any other species of vegetation deteethby the Village as constituting a common
nuisance.

Section 3.2 On all private property, trees, brushes and otfmdy plants growing within the public
right-of-way shall be maintained so that no pagréof is obstructing or blocking a public
sidewalk, street or road, and must be trimmed d@epto allow a minimum eight (8) foot
clearance for a public sidewalks, streets and roads



Section 3.3

Section 3.4

Section 3.5

Section 4.

Section 4.1

Section 4.2

Section 4.3

Section 4.4

EXEMPTIONS. Exempted from the provisions of thiticle are flower beds, cultivated beds,
plots of shrubbery, vegetable gardens, plannedaldandscapes, wetlands, woodlots, and

land used for agricultural production and/or animagbandry. It is the desire of the Village to
maintain the rural appearance of the area as dkfiithin the Village's Master Land Use Plan.

The property owner, agent, or occupant of landl Sieanotified when a violation of Section 3.,
3.1 or 3.2 of this Ordinance is observed on th@erty. The notice shall be sent by first class
mail setting forth the violation, requiring the peaty owner, agent, or occupant of land to
voluntarily correct the violation within ten (10xgs of the date of the notice of the violation.
It shall not be necessary to send more than oneenqter property, per season. The Village
may address subsequent violations of this Ordinangelving the same property, without
providing additional notice.

The Village President may direct Village employeesdependent contractors to undertake
the necessary work to cut the grass or weeds wiaied not been cut by voluntary action on the
part of the responsible property owner. In thengéteat Village employees or outside
contractors are used to cut weed or grass, thedatl of obtaining compliance, including
administrative and collection costs as well as nmgwdosts, shall be invoiced to the occupant
and property owner. Any invoices attributable foraperty and not paid within thirty (30)
days from the date of the invoice shall be asseagaihst the property tax roll.

ARTICLE IV
Enforcement and Penalties
This ordinance shall be enforced by officers desigd by the Village Council.

The occupant and the owner (if different from tloeupant) of any property upon which any
blight or nuisance as set forth in Article 1l andiéle 111 hereof is found to exist shall be
notified in writing to eliminate such blight or rsaince from such property within ten (10) days
after notification. The owner of the propertyhd does not reside on the property, may be
notified by regular mail sent to the address obrdmn the village tax roll.

Failure to comply with such notice within the timowed all constitute a violation of this
Ordinance. Each day that there is continued faitarcomply shall constitute a separate
offense.

fine plus costs and other sanctions, for eachétifra pursuant to the Village of Otter Lake
Civil Infraction Ordinance No. 32. Repeat offens@sler this ordinance shall be subject to
increased fines as provided for in the Village ¢te©Lake Civil Infraction Ordinance No. 32.

If a property owner fails to eliminate a blightrarisance after notification to eliminate such
blight or nuisance, and the Village deems suctblig nuisance to be an imminent threat to the
public health and safety, the Village may causé slight or nuisance to be eliminated and bill
the cost to the responsible party. The cost dfi §light or nuisance elimination, if it is not
voluntarily paid for by the responsible party, $hed assessed against the property on the next
tax roll.

ARTICLE V

Repeal

The former Blight/Nuisance Ordinance No. 5.1, addgdiy the Village of Otter Lake in 2004, is hereby
repealed in its entirety.



ARTICLE VI
Enactment and Effective Date

Section 6 This Ordinance was adopted by the Otter Lake ¥élaouncil at a meeting duly held on tife 3
day of October, 2016.

Section 6.1 This Ordinance was published in the County Presthe-18-day-of October, 200277
Section 6.2 This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) dafger the date of adoption specified in Section
6.

pﬂﬂt/w&dli
David Dorr, President

/gmm g&k&
Joan Skias, Clerk




